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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Reports of Societies—The reply to Mr. Westwood by F. G. S. is declined : on an 
old principle Mr. Westwood, being the aggressor, is entitled to the last word: the sub. 
ject must now drop: as regards myself the matter is in a nutshell: should J take it 
into my head to write papers for societies, I shall send them where they will be re. 
ported without Mr. Westwood's comments. 


Distinction between the Reguli.—The chief distinction between the golden-crested _ 


and fire-crested regulus is this; in the latter species there are two white streaks passing 
longitudinally along the cheek, one above the eye and one below; and a third streak, 
pure black, passes through the eye. These are always absent in the golden-crested 


regulus. I should imagine that your correspondent has mistaken the male gold-crest 


for the scarcer species.—J. B. Ellman ; Lewes, March 7, 1851. 


Distinction between the Reguli.—I quite concur in Mr. Duck’s condemnation of 
the titles “‘ fire-crested ” and “ ignicapillus,” bestowed on one of the Reguli, to distin- 
| yoo it from its better known congener, the common gold-crest (Regulus auricapillus), 

entirely agree with him that the yellow colour of the crest varies very much in shade 


and intensity, in different individuals of both species (irrespective of the differences — 


caused by age and sex); and as far as my own experience goes, I should say that the 
common regulus possesses a more “ fiery” crest than the other. These distinctive 
appellations have the further disadvantage of leading many persons to suppose that in 
the colour of the crest, consists the only difference between the species; whereas, to 
say nothing of a slight variation in size, and in the markings on the wings, ihe conti- 
nental regulus may at once be known from ours, in all stages, by the three well-defined 


black streaks on each side of the head, divided and made more prominent by two 


other streaks of white or whitish gray. These markings led M. Temminck to adopt 
the name of “ Roitelet a triple bandeau,” and I wish our own ornithologists had fol- 
lowed him in the vernacular as they have in the scientific nomenclature. With ve 

great deference to such eminent and estimable authorities, like Mr.. Yarrell, I would 
respectfully suggest that our own species of the Reguli might be called “‘ the common 
gold-crest,” and the other one “ the French gold-crest,” it being, according to Tem- 


m‘nck, very common in France, and an habitual resident there through the winter.—. 


W.F. W. B. 


Cilla, unde derivatur >—May I beg to offer an attempt at a solution of your ques- 
tion in the Notes and Queries of the March number of the ‘ Zoologist,’ with regard to 
the derivation of the termination cil/la. I cannot find any word from which it could 
be derived, which could give it the meaning of “tail”; although, perhaps, by recent 
naturalists it may have been inadvertently used with that signification. In my 
opinion it was originally used in compounds which were applied to certain birds con- 
spicuous by the motion of some part of their plumage, whether crest or tail, and the 
remaining portion of the compound generally had reference to the colour or texture of 
that part. Thus we find the specific name “leucocilla,” applied by Linneus to the 
white-capped manakin, whose tail is blue. And certainly, the least silky portion of 
the plumage of the waxwing-chatterer (Bombycilla garrula), with the exception of the 
red points, from which it takes its English name, is its tail; while its crest may well 
merit the appellation. It strikes me that, upon examination, the greater number of 
those birds which are distinguished by the peculiarity of the tails, will bé found to be 
designated by a specific, compounded from obpa or cauda, as leucoura or albicauda, 


white tail ; macroura, large tail; anorthura, upright tail, &c. And I think that the © 


termination cilla has been taken to refer exclusively to tail, from its having been ap- 
plied to the wagtail (Motacilla), in which word, mota, from moves, signifies wag. But 
it does not follow that ci//a means tail. In my opinion cilla also means wag, and is 
derived from the obsolete Greek word xiAAw or xEAAw to move. Hence motacilla liter- 


ally translated would mean wag-weg, as I have sometimes heard the wagtail called 


by country boys; and one would be inclined to consider it a modern, clumsy com- 
pound, did we not find it in Pliny, Hist. Nat. xxxvii. 56. From the same word we 
have the obsolete Latin cello, cilleo and cillo, found in some compounds, as percello, 
oscillo, which latter may be found in Plautus. My view is, I think, strengthened by 


— the fact that winAoupos is the Greek for wagtail, and is synonymous with ceiomuyis 
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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES—Continued. 


and geicovee. I therefore consider that albicilla means move-white; bombycilla, 
move-silk, from its habit of raising its silky crest ; ruticilia, wag-red, from its peculiar 
action displaying the red about the tail. Of course I may be wrong; I merely throw 


out this as a suggestion, and I am, personally at Jeast, indifferent whether it turn up 
heads or tails.—Francis R. Amherst. 


Great Black Woodpecker.—In Yarrell’s ‘ British Birds’ it is said that Donovan’s 
specimen of the great black woodpecker is now at Knowsley, the residence of the Earl 
of Derby. In the ‘ Zoologist’ (Zool. 1298) Mr. Garth says, that a specimen is in the 


ossession of Mr. John Stubbs, of Ripon. As these are the | two reputed British- — 
y 


killed specimens that I have ever heard of, it will be extremely interesting if some 


omnithologist who has the opportunity will carefully sift the evidence on the subject.— 
E. Newman. | | 


din 


Sale of Stuffed Birds in Cases. 


Will you allow me to use the wrapper of your next number, to mention, that from 
want of increased room (for other birds), I am compelled reluctantly to part with that 


portion of my collection which is contained in glass-cases, consisting chiefly of birds ; 
but there are also afew Mammalia ; amongst others, the otter, the badger, the marten— 
all, whether birds or mammals, are British. The birds comprise about 170 species in 
80 cases, the smaller birds being grouped in genera. They are in capital condition, 
and though I cannot boast of many rarities, yet all my specimens are good, and some 
first rate. The rarer species comprise the honey buzzard, Montagu’s harrier, the 
black redstart, the chough, the nutcracker, the purple heron, the solitary snipe, great 
northern diver, &c. They will be sold by auction some time in May, and a more re- 
gular advertisement shall appear in your May number. But if, in the mean time, 
any zoologist should desire to see them, and will write me to that effect, I shall be 
happy to oblige him.— W. F'. W. Bird ; 5, King’s Road, Bedford Row. 


TO NATURALISTS. 


M*: N. PLANT begs to inform Naturalists, and others interested 
Wi in Natural-History pursuits, that he intends shortly leaving England to inves- 
tigate the natural productions of several] districts in South America, the Sandwich 
Islands, &e. He intends going first to Rio Grande, and thence to the La Plata and 
Paraguay; he will then cross to Chili, and work northwards, examining the western 
slopes of the Chilian and Peruvian Andes; from Peru he will make for the Sandwich 
Islands, and carefully examine that group, and proceed thence to Vancouver's Island 


and several adjoining districts of the North-American Continent ; here he will turn © 


his steps homewards, and visit the East-India Islands, and devote as much time as 


possible in exploring these little-known but rich localities. Mr. Plant will make col- | 


lections of birds, insects, shells, dried plants, and other objects of Natural History, 
and he has no doubt of being able to send home many interesting and valuable speci- 
mens during the four or five years which will be necessary to accomplish the journey 
sketched out. Mr. Plant is encouraged to undertake this exploration with the earnest 
and devoted spirit of a true naturalist, in believing that sufficient support will be 
aforded him in the profitable sale of his collections, when consigned to his agent in 


laturalist abroad ; he therefore respectfully solicits every promise of support in this 


talists and collectors will favour him with, relative to the specific objects they would 
direct his attention to during this journey. | : 


Letters may be addressed to Mr. N. Prant, Museum, Leicester; Mr. Joun 


PLant, Royal Museum, Salford ; and Mr. Samvex Stevens, Natural-History Agent, 
4, Bloomsbury Street, London. 


Leicester Borough Museum, March 15, 1851. 


london, as will enable him to defray the great expenses attending the labours of a 


respect, and will feel greatly obliged for any orders and communications which natu- — 
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"Arr. XIX.—Description of a New British Species of the Genus Actinia. 
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Auk: XVIIL. —Descriptions of some New Species of British H ymenopten. ck 
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Arr. XX.—Descriptions of New Insects from New H olland._ By Edward 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The following communications are received but unavoidably stand over: 
Viz., by the Rev. W. T. Bree, 2; C. Wood; G. T. Webb; Rev. G. Harris; A. 


M. Norman, 2; J. H. Gurney, 3; FA. Chennell ; Professor Bell ; Sir G. Leith: 
H. L. de la Chaumette ; John N. Duck; J. Walker: Joseph Duff ; ‘Rev. F. K. Atw- 


herst, 2; J.J. Briggs, 4; Warner Varnham, 2; J. B. Ellman, 4; A. Newton ; sd. Green; 


A. Cleveland ; C. Hervey aio 


ype J. F., Dealer in ‘British Insects, begs to return his sincere 


thanks to his friends for the patronage he has received for a number of years, 
and begs to inform them and others, that he is going through the whole of Wales 
during the season of 1851, to collect Insects that exist in that part, which will be an 
opportunity to collectors and buyers of British Insects, by becoming a subscriber of 
One Guinea, to enable him to complete his j journey ; | such subscriber to receive one of 
each sort caught | while in Wales, which will be six months. It is the intention of 


: f F. to commence his journey the second week in April ; each subscriber is rages 


his Guinea by the first week in April, by Post-office Order or personally, t¢ 
Mr dF F. » from whom he will receive a ticket of security. | 


3, Union Yarp, Oxrorp STREET, Lonpon. 
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